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The relations between Poland and Ukraine began many years ago. When one
thinks of Polish-Ukrainian relations, history immediately comes to mind. It is a long
record which impacts current policies of both countries in numerous ways. On the one
hand, turbulent and complicated history of both nations in the XX century is a part of
collective memory in both countries, something witnessed by people at the distance of
two-three generations. Epochal events at the end of World War | have been intercon-
nected with struggle for independence of both Poland and Ukraine on the remnants of
former large European empires. The results were different, for a number of reasons,
but along the way several dramatic episodes — like clashes over Lviv or joint struggle
against Soviet Russia, ended with the Riga Agreement in 1921 — took place, and they
continue to shape mutual perception of Poles and Ukrainians.

Events of the interwar period and especially during the Second World War Il
gave rise to a new round of complications, involving deep emotional reactions over
tragedies that happened along the way. This history is close. It still brings back memo-
ries and thus is a part of political processes in both countries and a factor of policies of
them towards each other. They share common vision of Eastern European security
concerns, enjoy mutual support on a number of issues, and consider each other strate-
gic partners. Already in 1992 Poland and Ukraine signed a Treaty on good neighbor-
hood, friendship and cooperation. After events of Euromaidan relations between Po-
land and Ukraine regained some optimism. Long-term implications of Kremlin’s steps
in Ukraine have been clearly felt both in Kyiv and Warsaw. A strategic partnership
required modification of the agenda.

The relevance of this topic is quite high. What about current situation, 1’d say that
durability of current strategic partnership between Poland and Ukraine rests on shared
understanding of security challenges in Eastern Europe. Despite the fact that Poland
and Ukraine find themselves in quite different strategic settings — Poland is a member
to EU and NATO, while Ukraine is not — they both perceive Russian revisionism as a
considerable threat. Common history of being victims to powerful neighbors contri-
butes into this. Already before 2014 both countries were aware of significance of re-
liable, stable, and predictable cooperation. Poland was the key initiator of the Eastern
Partnership project in 2008, aimed at securing EU’s eastern neighborhood and brining
six target countries closer to European standards. Much has changed since then: in
2008 soft security issues seemed dominant, and normative power of the EU was de-
signed to handle them best. Today hard power and military force play bigger role in
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regional security arrangements and EU’s normative power is not enough to tackle new
risks. Diversification of natural gas supplies, securing transit of Russian gas through
Ukraine’s territory, opening of European markets for LNG from the US seem to be in
both countries’ interests. In 2016 Poland has completed an LNG terminal and by 2022
it is planning to set the Baltic Pipe, opening access to Norwegian gas, operational.
Polish energy company PGNIG has also arranged natural gas supplies to Ukraine at a
level of 200 million cubic meters in 2018-2019.

Political dimension of historical clashes is going to remain or even get stronger in
bilateral relations. So far it doesn’t look like any side is ready for another reconcilia-
tion. Moreover, it might be even politically profitable for both elites to engage into
quarrels over narratives and national symbols. But in the long run a certain level of
trust and readiness to accept different views on history would let both states be better
off. Focusing on more pragmatic issues and making concessions over history whenever
possible can be a good starting point. Security should be kept in focus. Poland and
Ukraine should realistically assess interests of each other, and Ukrainians must under-
stand the differences in perceiving challenges. Poland is in a much better position than
Ukraine, and has a different security agenda. Ukraine should seek for pragmatic part-
nership rather than ideologically driven friendship. There’s a huge space for that: both
countries readily accept each other as strategic partners and friends and have no rea-
sons for major confrontations. Ukraine may help Poland increase the importance of
Eastern neighborhood in EU’s common policies, while Poland may further support
Ukraine on its way to EU and NATO membership. Regional security initiatives may
also become platforms for bilateral cooperation. Putting Ukraine higher on the agenda
of Visegrad Group and Three Seas Initiative might be mutually beneficial. Diversifica-
tion of natural gas supplies, expanding opportunities for liquefied natural gas delive-
ries, and improving energy efficiency are priorities for both countries.

To conclude, 1’d like to say that Poland and Ukraine have enough potential com-
bined to impact regional political developments and put forward a new security agen-
da. This agenda should be realistic and take into account current political and geopoli-
tical realities. Effective containment of the Russian threat, more attention from the EU
and NATO to Eastern Europe, more infrastructural capabilities, and less mistrust or
historical speculations could bring about a more secure neighborhood. At the same
time, issues connected to national identities, including conflicts over history, are not
likely to disappear. Rising nationalism will be a political trend in Eastern Europe for
several years to come, and Poland and Ukraine should learn to live with it. Counter-
weighing identity issues with mutually beneficial cooperation in various spheres, intro-
ducing regional projects which would enhance joint efforts, concentrating on multila-
teral regional formats would help minimize risks of another wave of nationalism in the
Eastern Europe. Attention should also be paid to improving democratic institutions.
More democracy would mean less internal conflicts, more power-sharing, and better
protection for minorities — benefits, which any state of the region would welcome.
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Icropis BigHOCHH MK YkpaiHoro Ta Ilosbmiero — 6araTorpansa i 9acTo CKiagHa.
IIe 3a vaciB Pyci moiabCchKi KOpoJTi HEOTHOPA30BO BTPYYAIHCH Y MICIIEBI MIKYCOOMHIII.
I3 maginasm [anuipko-BoauHChKOr0 KHsA31BCTBA BILTUB [lombiii Ha TepuTopii YKpai-
HU TIOCTYTIOBO 3pPOCTaB. 3PEUITOl0, CIUIbHI IHTEPECH Ta TiCHI JUHACTUYHI 3B I3KH MiX
Benukum kas3iBeTBoM JInToBehkuM i [Tonbiiero, 3akpimieHi Kpescekoro yaiero 1385 p.,
TIPU3BENH JI0 3aTBepkeHHs JItoOmHchKo1 yHIii 1569 p., o mporosonryBana yTBOPESH-
Hs Peui IlocmonuToi. 3a MOMOXEHHAME YHIT yKpaiHCBKI 3eMIli, IO OYJIM YaCTHHOIO
BKJI, 6ymu npuennani go [Homsmi. Kopoms 06insB piBHI IpaBa KaTOIMKaM i MPaBo-
CJIaBHHUM, PIBHOIIPAB’s MOB Ta iHIN rapaHTii MICIEBil NPaBOCIaBHINA NMUIAXTi, MPOTE
L€ 3JIMIIIIIOCS JIMIe Ha narnepi. JIFoOiHChKa yHis Maia 3HauHi COIiaIbHO-EKOHOMIY-
Hi Ta MMOJIITUYHI HACTIIKK UIst YKpainu. Y 1569 p. Oyno mpoBeaeHO Mepenuc BUTbHUX
3eMelNb y TPbOX YKPaiHCHKUX BOEBOJCTBAX, i KOPOJb MOYAB PO3JABATH IX IOJNBCHKii
muaxTi. [e nmpu3Berno 10 iHTEeHCHBHOT NOJIOHI3amii miBaeHHoi KuiBmuaw i [TosrraBmim-
Hu. [Tonbcbka IUISXTa BCTAHOBJIIOBAIA TYT (PUIBBAPKOBI FOCIIOAAPCTBA Ta MAHIIUHY.

3 iHmoro 60Ky, micis yHil Ha YKpaiHCHKHUX 3eMJISIX [TOYall PO3BUBATHUCS ypOaHi-
3aIliifHI MPOIECH, SIKi OYyJIM IMOCHJICHI CTBOPSHHSM HOBHX MICT 1 MICTEUOK, IO MaJld
CaMOBDsIyBaHHS Ha 3acagax MarneOyp3pkoro mpaea. Takoxk OyJo XapakTepHE KyJib-
TypHE TiHeceHHsI, sske Muxaino ['pyeBcbkuii Ha3BaB YKPaiHCHKMM HaIliOHATBHUM
BimpomkeHHsM. L{fo nymky migTBepamno 3acHyBaHHS OcTpospkoi akamemii, Kueso-
MOTMISTHCEKOTO KOJIeTiyMy, OpaTChKUX INKUI, peGopMH y IIKUIBHIA OCBITI, TMOsBa
JIpyKapeHb Ta MAacOBE MOIIMPEHHS JITEPaTypH, a TAKOXK MPOCBITHUIbKA IisUTBHICTH
yKpaiHChKHX iHTeneKTyamis [1, 65].

OpHaK HaNPYKEHICTh MK YKPaiHCHKUM 1 TIOJBCHKUAM HACEICHHSM ITOCHIIIOBAIa-
Cs1, MPU3BOJISYM JIO MTOBCTaHb, SIKi OYOJIOBANIO K03auTBO. bepecreiicbka yHis 1596 p.,
0 Majla Ha MeTi 00’€IHATH MPAaBOCIABHUX 13 KATOJUKAMH 1 Ie OiNbIIe TMOB’sSI3aTh
VYkpainy 3 [lonbiero, e norianbuna npotupivds y cycnineerBi Peui ITocronm-
101 [2, 262].

IrHOpYBaHHS MpaB PyCHKOI NUISXTH, THOOJCHHS CEJITHCTBA Ta THCK HA MPABOCIIAB-
HY IIEPKBY 3PEINTOI0 MTPU3BEIH 0 MOBCTAHHS i MPpoBoAoM bormana XMeapHHUIBKO-
ro. [lig wac XMenpHUIIHHHU OyJla YTBOpEHA YKpaiHChKa Ko3allbKa aepxkaBa — [ eTbMaH-
umHa, abo Biiickko 3amoposbke, a cama Piu [locmonuTa Oyna 3Ha4HO mociabiieHa
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